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nences of the shore had gradually dwindled into
almost indistinguishable specks, and till at
length the darkness of the night had completely
shrouded even these from my view.
26th. Impatience for the return of day had
forced me to quit my birth before the stars had
faded; and although I expected no augmenta-
tion of happiness from the presence of the sun
more than from the milder light of those orbs
which were soon lost in his refulgence, yet I felt
a glow of satisfaction at beholding the first blush
of dawn in the east, as it cheated me into a
hope of its opening for me a day of less suffer-
ing than the preceding.
The favourable wind with which we had sailed
having declined during the night, was followed
by a calm; arid the current attributed to the
discharge of the Nile had swept us again to the
westward, so that we found ourselves within a
few miles of the island and castle of Aboukir.
As the day advanced, the wind freshened from
the eastward, and at last settled into a steady
north-east breeze.
Our captain, as well as all the passengers and
crew, were desirous of returning to Alexandria,
insisting with great truth that the slow progress
which we should make against a strong contrary
wind was not to be reckoned an advantage,
when it incurred the risk of errors in night-
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